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(3.7. 
| PSA LM CXLVII. 15, 16, 17,18. 
ſendeth forth his Commandment on Earth, 
is Word runneth very ſwiftly. He giveth 
Dew like Wool: He. ſcattereth the Hoar 
Froſt like Aſhes. He caſteth forth his Ice like 
Morſels : Who can ſtand before his Cold? 
He ſendethh out his Word, and melteth them: 
2 cauſeth his Wind to blow, and the Waters 
m__ = e 
HE Egyptians, who were famous for 
their Knowledg, and communicated the 
sciences to many Parts of the World, 
nere molt ignorant and fottiſh in their 
bughts of GO D, and as brutiſh in their Wor- 
© of him. They fancy'd a multitude of parti- 
r Gods, as included and ſhut up within the Bo- 
Jof Sheep and Oxen, Goats and Dogs, &c. and 
y other more inferior Creatures, whom there- _ 
> they worſhip'd, to the number of Thirty 
duſand Gods. CC 
The Romans (more poliſh'd and renown'd for 
Prudence) were comparatively wiſer in their 
eious Worſhip : and for a long time after the 
ſtitutions of Numa Pompilius, they refus'd to 
It any Images of the Divinity in their Common 
lth; as believing that GO D was every where 
ble, by ſome Impreſſions of Diviuity in every 
ature, in every Action, in every Event. Bug 
reaſon of the darkneſs of a carnal Mind, and 
want of Scripture-Reyelation, they became 
their Imaginations, and ran into uumberle fs 
erltitions unworthy of GOD. That Truth 
er, of which they had but obſcure and im- 
85 PE | Terſect 
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2 Winter Meditations : Or, 7 
perfect Notices, we may uſefully conſider, by vin th 
ſon inlighten'd from the Holy Scriptures, WW of 
That G OD hath viſibly diſcover'd himſelf i Thi 
Works of Nature, and common Providence; the 
in theſe there are ſome Lineaments and Foot 
of his Eternal Power and Godhead, that ſome wil: 
bles of him may be obſerv'd, and read in the 
of the Creatures. 8 | 
And as every thing is beautiful in its Seaſon, 
part of his Works, which the Pſalmiſt here wi 
tions, is proper for our Contemplation at thist 
of the Year. The extreme Cold of the Sllii 
may aſſiſt to warm our Devotion and Rev eren 
wards GOD; while we ſeriouſly conſider t 
Works of his Hand, theſe Wonders of his Gy 
neſs, Wiſdom, and Power, in giving Snom lil 
and eommanding Froſt aud Ice, and by & Worddiffh 
! OE 
The Title and Concluſion of this Pſalm, Hl 
fah (with which this and ſome that follow doh 
begin and end) is a Call and Exhortation to d 
brate the high Praiſes of GOD. I ſhall not en 
into the time of penning of this Pſalm, or of! 
Authors of it: The whole is an Invitation to 
od; and two ſorts of Arguments are imployi 
preſs it: Such as are taken from his general Gu 
neſs and Bounty to all the World, and ſuch 
jate to his ſpecial Favour and Kindneſs to his} 
ple. So were the Jews in a peculiar manner ul 
the Names of Sion and Feruſalem. Their Tell 
ral Bleſſings and their Privileges, as to Relig 
ire both mention'd. As to the former ſort, 
have the four principal Parts of a People's Prol 
_ rity, vir. Strength of Places, multitude of I 
rants, Civil Peace, and plentiful Prot 
Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem! Praiſe thy 6 
ion! who hath ſtrengthen'd the Bars of th) 01 
nid HITod thy Children within thee, and met I 
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= 4 Sermon of Froſt and Snow, &c. 3 
17 thy Borders lend filleth thee with the fat, or 

\ WW of che Whear, ver. 12, 13, 14. 
This hath God done for us, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
the ſame Almighty Sovereign Power, which 
WS tinually ſhews it ſelf in the World, in every 
on of the Year : For when he ſends forth bu 
nandment on the Earth, his Word runneth very 
% He hath done it powerfully, by a word of 
mmand: and ſwiftly too, for he but ſpeaks 
Sc Word, and it is done. Aſtoniſhing Power 
Weed ! that after an hard Winter, whereby e- 
ery thing almoſt on the Earth ſeem'd to be kil- 
ga, he can give a plentiful Harveſt, and a fruit- 
il Seaſon. *Tis He hath done this, who gives 


De Ground like a Fleece of Wool; ſo that no 
heep is more warmly clad with Wool than the 
Warth by great Snows. At other times he gently 
atters his hoar Froſt like Aſhes. Tis He, who in | 
Winter-Seaſon, caſterh forth his Icelike Morſels, 
hat a multitude of ſmall pieces of Ice may be 


ut any appearance of Water, or moiſture in 
hem. And this he ſometimes accompanys with 
Ich extremity of Cold, as none can reſiſt the 
orce of it, or long ſupport it. Neither Man, 
or Beaſt on Earth, nor the Fiſhes in the Ponds. 

ud Rivers, are long able to endure it. Who can 
and before his Cold ? On the other hand, his 
ower 1s as great in the ſudden Change of the 
eather. He ſendeth out his Word, and melteth 
em, i. e. theſe Morſels of Ice; he cauſeth his 


nd the Waters flow again, i. e. he cauſerh a ſud- 
en Thaw by the warm Breath of ſofter Winds, 
— the Waters come down in full Streams on the 
Valles. FFC 

. B 


ow lite Wool, that deſcends filently, and lies on 


en upon the Earth, like Morſels of Bread, with. 


ind to blow, and the Snow and Ice is diſſoly'd, 


gauanſeth them; but by his Statutes and Judgm 


4 Winter Meditations: Or, 
By theſe things the Power and Provida 4 Se 
GOD is made known to the World; but i; GOD. 
peculiar Privilege of his People, that he dia be Div 
himſelf to them in another and better my ety in t 


As it follows in the cloſe of the Pſalm, Ver. Neteo 
He hath ſhew'd his Word unto Jacob, his Stam ſumiſſio 
his Judgments unto Iſrael: He bath not dealt rarchs 
| every Nation; AS for his Judg ments they I Wate! 
JJ or rm ET or Sr 
Other People might receive Showers and ht by his 
dut of the Clouds, but not the Laws and Comm ge Wat 
ments of God, as the Fews did upon Mount on the 
He hath another Method of inſtructing J great 
and Sin; not by Froſt, and Snow, and le ners ar 


and the Divine Word of Power and WiſdonWthey f 
n th 
15 he 
Ids ef 
n may! 
iure 4 
ay, v 
hd as 
Stone. 
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l. 119 
al. 135 
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which in a glorious manner hedeliver'd to d 
Heaven. Such a Revelation of his Will, na 
Nation was to be favor'd with beſides the) 
until the ZYeſſias, promis'd to all Nations, asmi 
to them, ſhould come and break down thely 
tion-Wall. For all which Bleſſings, Praj 
Lord, O Jeruſalem ! Praiſe thy God, O Sion! 

Here I ſhall endeavour two things: 


I. To ſhow how theſe Works of GOD 
mention'd do objectively praiſe him, or beard 
mon; to his Being and Perfections. 6 

II. That We ought to praile and acknowledg 00 
and give Glory to him, on the account of th 
Works. And as the Application and Improv 


of the former, I ſhall direct you in ſome lata. Pl: 
how to do ſo. N uerid 
5 ow. 

I. Theſe Works of G OD (which the WAA! 
Seaſon eſpecially calls us to contemplate, WW berel 
Froſt aud Snow, and Ice and Cold) do obj. nds 
[raiſe him: They bear Teſtimony to the Exam! 


but, a 


- 


4 Sermon of Froſt and Snow, &c. «© 
if GOD, as the Author of them, and to ſeveral 
ol the Divine Perfections. He challengeth a Pro- 
err in theſe things, as his Works, He forms all 
> Meteors at firſt, as well as gives them their 
nmiſſion afterward. Among all the mighty 
Marchs of the Earth, there is none can condenſe - 
Waters, or congeal them; can command the 
Wſtor Snow to be on the Earth, or to be diſlolv'd. 
Wt by bis Breath the Froſt is given, and the breadth 
W th Waters ſtraitned. He ſaith to the Snow, Be 
n the Earth; likewiſe to the ſmall Rain, and to 
W creat Rain of bis Strength, Job 37. 6, 10. The 
enWaters are dry'd up by the Command of his Word, 
ſd they flow again by his Order. Ver. 7. He ſea- 
i the Hand of every Man, by an extreme 
Wolt; he bindeth their Hands from working (in the 
ads eſpecially, and as to ſeveral Trades) that all 
er may kzow his Work. At ſuch a Seaſon they have 
are and Opportunity to conſider it more ſe- 
fly, when by reaſon of the Froſt, the Waters 
hid as with a Stone; that is, with Ice as hard as 
one. Job 38. 30. And the Face of the Deep is 
ken: Not only little Ponds and Rivulets, but 
at Rivers, and ſometimes an Arm of the Sea. 
then ' tis his Prerogative to make the Waters 
a", and the Rivers return to their wogtedCourſe. 
beſe and all other Creatures are his Servants, 
W119. 91. by whom he 1s punctually obey'd. 
ll 135.6. Whatſoever he pleaſeth, that doth he, in 
en and Earth, and Air and Sea, and ail deep Pla- 
ap Plal. 104. 3. The Clouds are his Chariot, where- 
Wilerides in the viſible Demonſtrations of his glori- 
fower, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. Pſal. 1 8. 11. The 
K Clouds of the Sky are ſaid to be his Pavilion, as 
ereſided there as a General, to command the 
Mis and Meteors, and give out their ſeveral 
amiſions. Job 37. 11,12. They are all turn d 
bu, and diſpos'd of, by his Counſel; to do what ſo- 
; A 


2 | ever 


$ 3 


5 begetteth the Drops of | Dew: Pe owns all the 
hs any Quarter he pleaſeth. There is not a brei 


ride, to y upon the Wings of the Wind, Plal 
3. 107.27. & 148. 8. Some of the Heathen 


6 Winter Meditations: Or, / 
ever he commands them, 1 pon the Face of the Will: ap'd 
the Earth. And by aer he wearys 4 thick : yiſdon 
that is, he ſends em to remote Places to all} I If 
_ themſelves, till they can give down no more, il ſoo 
55 this watering he is ſaid to weary the Clouds; fy Id can 
ing after the manner of Men, who are weary (iÞ"< en 
long Journys. „%%% ab. f Heal 
How ſolemnly doth God challenge this u iltully 
his Right, as Creator and Original of all th” {ir 
Ia. 40. 12. My Hand, faith he, bath Laid ref} = 
? 


antions of the Earth, and my right Hand hath n 
our the Heavens as a Span; and when I call (um 
or any of them) they ſtand up together, as San 
in a Poſture of Readineſs to obſerve my Dittes 
and do my Pleaſure. And no wonder if the 


re ſh 
on of 
ing v 
jour, t 


N obſer ve his Orders, when it was his Word bn . 
em into Being. He is the Father of the Ran »F 
De 


ſures of Snow: He holds all the Winds in lu 3 


He needs but open his Hand, to let it blow 


Wind can ſtir, to bind up the Waters, ot 
em, but as he appoints. He is ſaid to wb 


ſuch a ſenſe of the Neceſſity of God's gore 
the Winds, that they devis'd a God on pill 
(Aolus) whom they feign'd to have the Gr 
Dominion of 'em. The like may be ſaid of a 

other Meteors. ES 
We may conſider more particularly how tie wy 
ry of God appears in theſe his ordinary Wiſh 

how they ſhow forth his Praiſe : 1. As to HA ff 
ture and Cauſes of them. 2. The wonderful 


riety of them. 3. Their regular Succeſſion il 2 
proper Seaſons. 4. Their abſolute intire Þ 
tion to the Diſpoſal of God. Laſtly, The 


_e::ellent Purpoſes for which they ſerve, 3 


A Sermon of Froſt and Snow, &c. 7 
ſhanzg'd, and directed by his Sovereign Will and 
La iſdom. 3 5 

; 1. If we look into their Nature and Original, it 
Nil ſoon be found they are the Works of G OD, 
can have no other Parent or firſt Cauſe to pro- 
re 'em. We underſtand but little of the nature 
Heat and Cold, Dryneſs and Moiſture, and how _ 
ilfully they are mix'd and temper'd together; of 
Js ſmall Parts the Meteors in the Air conſiſt, and 

Vr they are united; how the Vapours are collec- 

Kd, whereof the Clouds are form'd; and how 

re ſhould be ſuch a mighty force in a Combina- 
on of 'em; when apart conſider'd, there is no- 
ing weaker, or more inconſiderable than a Va- 


uilty. We know not how the liquid Waters are 
Fiang'dinto ſolid Ice, and hardned as a Rock, and 
Jen ſoftned by the turn of the Wind. It is all the 

Work of God, Jer. 10. 12. Who made the Earth by 
Wi: Power, eftabliſh'd the World by bis Wiſdom, and 

Wretched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion. Job 38. 
Vs elſe is the Parent of the Rain? Out of whoſe Womb 


rt 
e the Ice? The Hoary Froſt of Heaven, who hath 
u ed it? Haſt thou enter d into the Springs of the 


Wea? or walk'd in ſearch of the Depth? Have the 
a 417 of Heaven been open to thee? Haſt thou perceiv'd 
we Breadth of the Earth? Declare if thou knoweſt it 
l Where is the way where Light dwells? And as for 
Parkneſs, what is the Place thereof? Haſt thou enter d 
Mothe Treaſures of Snow ? Or haſt thou ſeen the Trea- 
Wes of Hail? &c. „ LE . * 
Who can diſtinctly explain the Formation and 
tpanſion of the Clouds? How they are ballanc'd 
id ſuſtain'd in the Air, how they dilate and ſpread 
lemſelves (much leſs how far they thall) what 
omiſſion they carry, where and when they ſhall 
burden themſelves ? Cc. This is one of the Works 
un, who is perfect in . Job 37. 15,16, 
4 4 | | : 17. 


our, to which the Life of Man is compar'd for its 
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17. and infinite in Power. So far are we fel yer'd. 
full underſtanding of theſe things, that we ky of W 
not how our Clothes do keep us warm, when God qt vine 4 
the Earth with a South-Wind. The like ſecret inf 3. 
ence of his Benediction is neceſſary to it, a their | 
make our Food to nouriſh us. I every 
Moreover, what but a Divine Power can up Morn 
the Clouds in the Air, when they are id and - 
Water? *Tis no leſs a wonder, (as one exyni{h} but d 
it) than if you ſhould ſee a Tun of Water af Plaln 
tain'd within a Cobweb, as ſtrongly as in a Nigh 


of Braſs or Iron. The ſame Almighty M the 5 
(Fob 36. 27.) maketh ſmall the Drops of Water, ui 104. 
Clouds, that they pour down Rain according u Spri 
Vapour thereof; That the Clouds diſtil in wh Kine 
_ tle Showers, and do not fall down all ato mig! 
The Original and Cauſe of theſe things is u from 
feſtly Divine: There is much in the nature of lent 
paſt our Line to fathom; as being the Produ trar 
Infinite Power, and unſearchable Wiſdom. and 
2 God is prais'd by the wonderful Varieyi may 
Diverſity of theſe his Works, in ſeveral Countnþ the 
and in our own. Thus the Air is ſometimes maſh Ane 
dry, and ſometimes moiſt ; ſometimes calm, a of 
ther times ſtormy : The Weather is ſometimes dF Sap 
ſometimes cloudy; ſometimes warm, at other tin} and 
cold: In ſome Months we have more Rain, in vid 
thers more Sun-ſhine: The Winds blow ſometinf} Bes 
from this Quarter, and ſometimes from a diffraſ| tur 
or contrary one; now more gently, at ang ] 
time with more Violence. *Tis the Work of 608 W. 
and an inſtance of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, i} All 
as in ſome parts of the Year the Air is ſtuft | Sue 
| Clouds, and the Heavens darken'd by the lows by 
ſcent of thick Vapours; in others, the Sky ö! Gl 
rene end clear, like a Moulten Lookine-olaſs bl 
one time the Earth is cleft and broken intoÞ 
by the Heat of Summer; and then we find 
| | 


A Sermon of Froſt and Snow, &s. 9 
ml ved with Snow, or harden'd like Ice, by the Cold 
bl of Winter. This Variety is not caſual, but a Di- 
lah vine Appointment; eſpecially if we confider, 
Fin 3. The Regular Succeſſion of theſe Works of God in 
u their proper Seaſons : That after the Darkneſs of 
every Night, there is a Reſurrection of Light every 
un Morning; and that Winter and Summer, Spring 
d and Autumn, Sced-time and Harveſt do not ceaſe, 
pu but duly obſerve their Turns. O Lord, faith the 
a Plalmiſt, P/al. 74. 16, 17. the Day is thine, and the 
Wh Night alſo is thine: Thou haſt pre par d the Light and 
Poſh the Sun: Thou baſt made Summer and Winter. Pal. 
iu 104. 30. Thou reneweſt the Face of the Earth, every _ 
»& Spring: Praiſe ye the Lord! How manifeſt is the 
1" Kindneſs and Wiſdom of God herein! That we 
tu might not be prejudic'd by too ſudden a Paſſage 
nf} from the Extremity of Summer's Heat, to the vio- 
of {cnt Cold in the depth of Winter, nor on the con- 
d trary: And that the Earth, which hath been dry'd, 
and ſpent by the Heat and Fruit of the Summer, 
% may be moiſten'd, and, cleans'd, and prepar'd by 
un the Winter for a new Fruitfulneſs another Year. 
And after the Widowhood and deſolate Condition 
of the Earth in Winter, the Spring calls up the 
a Sap and Juice of Trees into new Leaves and Fruit; 
tu and makes the Plants lift up their Heads, to pro- 
ng vide new Supplys of Nouriſhment for Man and 
u Beaſt. So wiſe and good is GOD to all his Crea- 
tures. „ |: . 1 
ls not this an undeniable Argument of a moſt | 
Wife, and Kind, and Almighty Being, by whom 
al things are thus eſtabliſh'd? To preſerve the 
acceſſion of Day and Night, Winter and Summer, 
by whirling about every Day and Year this maſſy 
5 Globe of Earth, or (which is more ſtrange) the 
dun and other Planets, with ſo unconceivably ſwitr 
Motion, as muſt long ago have increas'd to an 
u labnite exceſs, ſo as to ſhatter the whole Frame 
| | . 1 
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Dutt otherwiſe... x..." 
All this is by his Order and Conſtitution, wh 
worketh all things after the Counſel of his om 
Will: Tho the Degree of Heat or Cold, and th 
Quantity of Rain, which every Country, and ene 


in pieces, if not govern'd by the Infinite Wiſdon 


and Power of God, So convincing is the Diſcorey 


of glorious Wiſdom, as well as Power in the d. 
poſing of theſe things, and in the regular ſucceſſ 
of them; and ſo exact a Knowledg of Times u 


SGeaſons, Days and Years, is thereby had, that th 
ſimpleſt Idiot in a Country can tell yon, when th 
SGaun is withdrawn from his Eyes, at what time! 

will return, and by what degrees his Days al 

Nights ſhall either increaſe or diminiſh; and wh 


proportion of Time he ſhall have for his Labour i 


this Seaſon of the Year, and what in that; with 


out the leaſt ſuſpicion or fear, that it ſhould fil 


Ty part of it ſhall have in one Year, and partic 


larly the meaſure of Snow, and the Extremity u 


Duration of Froſt, are directed with great Variet) 
according to his pleaſure. Which brings met 


conſider, 


4. That GOD is to ke prais'd, and own'd, 


the Abſolute Subjeftion of all theſe things to his Sul 
reign Will. He ſendeth out his Word, he givellÞ 
forth his Orders, and the Froſt and Snom eithe 
come or go at his Call; and where he ſends then 
they fulfil his Word. Pſalm 47. 6, 7. He is Kin 
over all the Earth, ſing Praiſes unto GOD our ry z 


fing Praiſes. His way is in the Whirlwind, and t 


Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet. AS to us, the Wind 


bloweth where it liſteth; we hear the Sound, and 


feel the Force of it, not knowing whence it cons 
or whither it goes; but not a Puff or Breath of I 
can ſtir without his Direction. This is true of tif 
Rain, and of all other particulars. 
Can any among the V anitys of the Gentiles cauſe * 


Jer. 14. A. 
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Or can the Heavens (of themſelves) give Showers? Are 
yt thou He, O Lord our God? Can any of the Mo- 
narchs, and Mighty Men of the Earth call for Rain 


in a time of Drought ? Or can they turn the Bot- 
tles of Heaven another way, when there is too 
much? Pſalm 105. 25. He withholdeth the Waters, 
and they are dry'd up; be ſendeth them forth, and 
they overflow the Earth. Canſt thou lift up thy Voice 
to the Clouds, (ſaith God to Fob, chap. 38. 34, 35, 


37, 38.) that abundance of Waters may cover thee ? 
Canſt thou ſend Lightnings, that they ſhall go, and 2 : 


unto thee, Here we are? Who can number the Clou 


in Wiſdom ? Or who Can ſtay the Bottles of Heaven; 
| when the Duſt groweth into Hardneſs, and the Clods 


cleave faſt together? To command the Winds, and 


| to rule the Waters, and limit the Waves of the 


Sea, is one of thoſe Glorys of God, wherein Men 
have not attempted to rival him. Canutus the firſt 


of the Daniſh Kings of England, being at Southamp- 
| ton, (to convince and reprove his Flatterers, who 
cry'd up his Dominion and Power, as if he were 
Lord of Sea and Land) commanded that his 
| Chair of State ſhould be ſet on the Shore, when 


the Sea began to flow; and ſitting down there in 


the Preſence of his many Attendants, he comman- 
ded the Waters not to touch his Feet, or wet his 
| Robes: but the Sea keeping its uſual courſe of Tide, 
| and not obeying him, he took that occaſion to 
rebuke the fooliſh Flattery of his Followers, and 
Manifeſt the Weakneſs of Kings, in compariſon 


of GOD, whom Heaven and Earth, and Air and 
Sea obey. | Fro Cy „ 
Such Dominion and Power is the Divine Prero- 


gative: He can call for the Waters of the Sea, or 
ſtop them, and make a Path through the Ocean. 
He can command the Vapours in the Bowels of 
the Earth, or cauſe his Wind to enter there, and 
thereby ſhake the Foundations of a City or Coun- 


try, 
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it ſelf over the whole Earth. 
that Paſſage of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 104. 4. He mo- 
eth his Angels Spirits, his Miniſters a flaming Firt, 


12 Winter Meditations: Or, 
try, and ſwallow up the Inhabitants at once with | 
their Habitations. He can raiſe a Wind, that 
ſhall make the Sea to break its Banks, and cauſe | 
terrible Inundations of Water, whereby Town 
and Citys have been turn'd into Ponds, intire Pro- 


vinces ruin'd, and whole Iſlands overwhelm'd and 


ſwallow'd up, ſo as never more to appear. But 
the Waves can't paſs one Foot or Inch, beyond 


the limits of thoſe Sands, wherewith he hath boun- 
ded the Sea. Tho it be upon a plain level, the 


Water ſhall ſpread no farther, which without the 


Efficacy of a Divine Order it would certainly do; 
and the Waves be no more ſtopt by the Sand on 


the Shore, than an enrag'd Army would retire up- 
on the Oppoſition of a-Straw in the hand of an 


Infant. It is bridled by his Power from ſpreading 
Some underſtand 


agreeable to the Hebrew Text; He maketh the 


Minds his Angels, and the Flame or Flames of Fire, 
1. e. the fiery Metcors of the Air, Thunder and 


Lightning, Cc. to be his Miniſters. He uſeth 
them as well as the Holy Angels, to execute his 


Will; and they as certainly and readily obey his 


Commands. 


Iis by the ordinary fix'd Laws of the Creation, 
which GOD hath ſettled, (and we call the Courſe 
of Nature) that the Sea is contain'd within its 
bounds, that the Sun keeps his Sphere, and the 

Stars their Order, and the Winter ſucceeds the Sum- 
mer; and the like Cauſes produce the like Effeds 

every Year in their proper Seaſons; God requiring þ 
that which is paſt, Eccleſ. 3.15. or calling back that 


which was driven away. There is a ſettled Rule 
in all theſe Changes, from which ſecond Cauſes do 
not ordinarily vary; but GOD may whenever he 
pleaſeth, lengthen out the Heat of Summer, 2 
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intend it, or ſharpen the Froſt in Winter, and 


prolong it, in one Country, and one Year, more 
than in another. oy > as 1 


5. Theſe Works of God do praiſe him by the 


excellent Uſes and Purpoſes, for which they are em- 


ploy'd. They know not the Order they obſerve, or 
the Subordination and Regularity they keep, or the 


| Ends they accompliſh, or any of the Errands on 


which they are ſent ; but there is the Counſel of 
Heaven in forming, and uſing all of them. He ma- 


| keth Vapours to aſcend from the Ends of the 


Earth; and all the Meteors of the Air to execute 


his Will. He proportions the airy and watry 
| Parts together; He forms the Clouds, and then 
breaks one of thoſe Heavenly Bottles, to ſend down 


a refreſhing Shower on ſuch or ſuch a part of the 
Earth. His Winds carry about the Clouds to re- 


| mote Places, in Summer and Winter. Theſe he 


holds in his hand, and lets 'em out in Weight 
and Meaiure, to accompliſh his Sovereign Pleaſure 
and when one Command is done, The Wind returns 


| by its Circuit, to execute another, Eccl. 1.6. 


The Ep:cureans of old urg'd againſt the Belief 


of a Divine Providence, as unconceivable, and 


therefore incredible, That the Gods ſhould be ſuf- 
icient for ſuch differing and diſtracting Employ- 
ments, as, according to the Exigencys of Nature's 


| Works, to make the Sun ſhine in one place, the 
Rain ſhower down in another, the Winds to blow _ 


In a third, the Lightning to flaſh in a fourth, the 
Thunderbolts to fall in a fifth, and other Bodys to 


ad and ſuffer according to their ſeveral Natures. 
All theſe we helieve on good Grounds, are really 
| perform'd by GOD, with a Wiſdom that reaches 
do the utmoſt Extent of the Univerſe. 


All theſe Works prociaim the Wiſdom, the | 
Power, the Faithfulneſs, the Mercy, and ſome- 


umes the Juſtice of GOD, in the great Purpoſes 


they 


13. 4. e. either for the Puniſhment and Corredi 


there fell ſuch abundance of Snow in January, which continu'd þ 


14 Winter Meditations: Or, 
they ferve. He cauſeth them to come, whethey i# Ant 
Corrett;on, or for his Land, or for Mercy, Job re re: 
ay de 
1d? 
City 


of a particular People or Perſon; or for his La 
(that which is not inhabited by Man, but by ink 
rior Creatures only, or rather) for the whole EA Or pu 
which is the Lord's; and ſo muſt be underſtood Mer, I 
more general Judgments, ſuch as Noah's Delufſtand 


as yet freſh in memory when Job liv'd : Or ha t 
Mercy, and ſo eſpecially they are us'd in ew adg. 
part of the World, and in every Age. He e K. 


glorify himſelf, and fulfil his Word, by uſing the H. 
ron: 


of theſe Creatures, not only for different, Mor | 
| ir 8 
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nh: the Wicked, | 
We read, Joh 38. 22, 23. of Treaſures of Hd 
and Treaſures of Snow, which Ged hath reſervꝰd ag 
the Time of Trouble, againſt the Day of Batteh, 
uniſh a wicked People. We have ſeveral Inſtand 
in the Hiſtory of England, of the great * Miſchi 
which hath been done by extraordinary Snows, 
n,, f 


» 
—ͤ— by 8 — — 
he — — — 


on Chronicles tell us, That in Edward the Confeſſor's I 


_ the middle of March; that almoſt all Cattle and Fowl peri 
And there was an exceſſive Dearth follow'd. And that in Hes 
IV. bis Reign, in his Ninth Tear, the Froft and Snow continil 


December, Jaunary, February and March: So that alm Femembe 
Thame; 


ſmall Birds died of Hunger, In the. Reign of King Ed wall! 
the Froſt in England laſted ſeven Menthe, from the middle * 
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pare reduc'd to the utmoſt Extremity, and very ma- 
"Wy, doubtleſs, ſtarv'd to Death with Hunger and 


aſk City, Country, or Kingdom, by Froſt and Snow? 
or puniſn a People by Storms, Hail, Rain, Thun- 


uu tand that Paſſage in the Song of Deborah and Barak, 


. What the Stars in their Courſes fought againſt Siſera, 
dg. 5- 23- and the rather becauſe tis added, that 


Kdeprive Zebulon (the Mariner's Tribe) of the Har- 
yens by a long Froſt. He breaks the Ships of Tarſhiſh 


But by theſe Works of God, he doth uſually 


* 8 1 „* "done. 


*** ä n 
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„ 


wd fo fore a Fro ſt, that Multitudes of People loſt their Fingers, 
a Toes, or Nails, &c. In the 6th Tear of King James I. Ann. 


member the Great Froſt, 168 3. when Coaches plied upon the 
Thames, and thouſands of Shops and Sheds were raiſed upon the Ice. 


=" GI 


And in ſuch Winters, how many poor Familys 
Lad? How eaſily can God impoveriſh or deſtroy 


Wer, Lightning? *Tis of theſe that ſome under- 


he River Kiſhon ſwept them away. He can make 

he Heavens over us to be as Braſs, and the Earth 

ron: He can deny the former and latter Rain in 

Wheir Seaſon, or ſend too much: and by theſe and 

\Smany other ſuch Methods, turn a fruitful Land into 

in barren Deſart, for the Iniquitys of them who 

well therein. He can humble Merchants and 
WSeamen by Stormy Winds and Tempeſts, ſink- 

30 fing their Ships and Cargo, when return'd, after a 

proſperous Voyage, in ſight of their Port. He can 


Reeſt of the River, by blocking them up in their Ha- 


vith an Eaſt Wind; and can ſcatter and deſtroy the 
1, moſt formidable Armado, which was thought In- 
rincible. Such things we have ſeen, and our Fa- 
bers have told us of the like in their Days, and 

ia the elder Times before them. Prazſe ye the Lord. 


tember, to the Month of April. And in Henry VIITs Time, in 
the 15th Tear of his Reign, after great Rains and Winds, there 


Dom, 1609. 4 Froſt began in December which laſted till April, 
bat not only loaden Carts were driven over the T ha mes, but mam 
hm! and Fiſh periſh'd, and much of the Herbage in Gardens. Ton © 
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5 by Day, and to travel ſafely by Night *. + 


1x6 Minter Meditations: Or, 
_ diſpenſe his Mercy, and expreſs Kindneſs to ty fc 
Children of Men. In ſome Countrys, as in J Pear; 
land, not only doth the Snow abide all the Year ft tim 
the Mountains, but during the whole Winter tel not 
Earth is cover'd with Snow. And conſidering th anks; 
for ſome Months of Winter, the Sun riſeth ute Nit 
above their Horizon, or not much above it, thizih ornin 
rather an Advantage than an Inconventence. Mme ot 
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 _ Neither may we over-look the Uſefulneſs of the 

diſſolved Snow on the Mountains, and other parts 
of the World, where the Ground is not manu 
by the Husbandman ; not only that Birds and Beaſf 
may receive fome Benefit, but from thence is ſup 
pos'd the Riſe and Original of many Springs all 
Rivers, which water the Valleys, and are many 
ways ſerviceable to Mankind |. _—_ 


He whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, waters tit 
great Garden of the Earth, from the Bottles of the 
Clouds by Snow or Rain; and ſutes the Meaſure 
and Duration of both to the Neceſſity of the 
World, for the Maintenance of Man and Beaſt. 
By the Wiſdom of God, in thoſe parts of tit 
World, which the Antients thonght to be parc 
up and uninhabitable, there are fruitful and popu 
lous Kingdoms; by certain Winds that blow reg 
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In Lapland they can diſcern Pits, and Precipices, and will 
_ Beaſts, by the Light of the Moon and Stars, reflected from the S 
and can travel with ſuch Swiftneß and Convenience, that two Rell 
Deer in Winter will draw 4 greater Load over the trodden S 
than a Cart and ten Horſes can do in the Fields at other tim 
Shefferius Hiſt. of Lapland, chap. 3. 5 2 
+ This is the Account given of the Alpine Springe, and the f 
_ greateſt Rivers in Europe that procced from them, viz, the Rhilt 


the Rhoſne, the Danube, and the Po. See Mr. Ray, of ti Fly der 
I 


Conſequences of the Deluge, d vo. 
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the arly for a great part of the hotteſt Seaſons of the 


eat; and by copious and laſting Rains that fall at 


p< tt times; by the greatneſs of the Rivers which 


the Wall not at ſuch certain times to overflow their 


Winks; and by Winds that in many places blow in 
Je Night, from the Land Seaward, and in the 


bme other ſuch things the Ground is moiſtned and 


ma Climate he fans the Air with his Wind, and- 
k Corn, and the greater Fruitfulneſs of the next 


ummer. Theſe are as neceſſary and beautiful in 


Winterrupted courſe of warm Weather and Sun- 


od directs and orders all theſe his Works. There- 


the re Prazſe the Lord, O Feruſalem! Praiſe thy God, 
pr 


gt- IL How may the Conſideration . theſe Won⸗ 


Fru Works of God be improv'd, and what Ac. 
enledgments ought we to pay to the great Lord 


„ Governor of the World, and what Inſtruction 
dur Duty be collected from themen: 


rf, All Men ſhould moſt hambly adore him, 
a enorable Thoughts of the Bleſſed God. We are 


k Ng d, from the View of theſe his Works, to ac- 
in wicdg his Almighty Power, own his Sovereign- 
the I Teverence his unſearchable Wiſdom, and ſanc- 
dis great and glorious Name. He is God a- 

| „ ä lone, 


orning from the Sea towards Land; by theſe, and 
freſhed, and the Air temper'd. And even in our 


eanſeth it by Rain and Thunder, that it may not 
einfetious. He ſends nipping Froſts, and bids 
the Snow to lie upon the Earth, for the Good of 


Wir ſeaſon, as the warm pleaſant Beams of. the 
Win another part of the Lear: For a conſtant 


ine, would make the Earth fruitful only in Ca- 
Epillars and Vermin; would quickly produce a 
Kilence and contagious Diſeaſes, and be more 
oper to fill Graves than Barns. But the. wiſe 


EF, 
n fear before him, and entertain moſt high and 
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land, not only doth the Snow abide all the Yearg 
the Mountains, but during the whole Winter the 


by the Light of the Snow they are enabl'd to work 


of the World, where the Ground is not manu 
by the Husbandman; not only that Birds and Beaſt 


Rivers, which water the Valleys, and are man 


Clouds by Snow or Rain; and ſutes the Meaſure 
and Duration of both to the Neceflity of the 

World, for the Maintenance of Man and Beaſt. | 
World, which the Antients thought to be parchi 


lous Kingdoms; by certain Winds that blow reg 
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Shefferius Hiſt. of Lapland, cha p. 3. 


Earth is cover'd with Snow. And conſider ing thit 
for ſome Months of Winter, the Sun riſeth net 
above their Horizor, or not much above it, this i 
rather an Advantage than an Inconventence. For 


by Day, and to travel ſafely by Night X. 
| Neither may we over-look the Uſefulneſs of th 
diſſolved Snow on the Mountains, and other part 


may receive ſome Benefit, but from thence is ſups 
pos'd the Riſe and Original of many Springs al 


ways ſerviceable to Mankind FÞ 
He whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, waters tht 
great Garden of the Earth, from the Bottles of the 


By the Wiſdom of God, in thoſe parts of tit 


up and uninhabitable, there are fruitful and pops 
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ly for a great part of the hotteſt Seaſons of the 
ear; and by copious and laſting Rains that fall at 
tt times; by the greatneſs of the Rivers which 
Kill not at ſuch certain times to overflow their 
inks; and by Winds that in many places blow in 
he Night, from the Land Seaward, and in the 
orning from the Sea towards Land ; by theſe, and 
ome other ſuch things the Ground is moiſtned and 
Fefreſhed, and the Air temper'd. And even in our 
un Climate he fans the Air with his Wind, and- 
kanſeth it by Rain and Thunder, that it may not 
einfectious. He ſends nipping Froſts, and bids 
te Snow to lie upon the Earth, for the Good of 
e Corn, and the greater Fruitfulneſs of the next 
ummer. Theſe are as neceſſary and beautiful in 
ir ſeaſon, as the warm pleaſant Beams of the 
Na in another part of the Year : For a conſtant 
unterrupted courſe of warm Weather and Sun- 
ine, would make the Earth fruitful only in Ca- 
frpillars and Vermin; would quickly produce a 
lence and contagious Diſeaſes, and be more 
roper to fill Graves than Barns. But the wiſe _ 
ud diretsand orders all theſe his Works. There- 

dre Praiſe the Lord, O Feruſalem! Praiſe thy God, 
n! But, „„ 8 


.I How may the Conſideration of theſe Won- 
Perful Works of God be improv'd, and what Ac- 
Fo wledgments ought we to pay to the great Lord 
uy ud Governor of the World, and what Inſtruction 

Four Duty be collected from them? 
Fit, All Men ſhould moſt humbly adore him, 
jun ud fear before him, and entertain moſt high and 
= gnorable Thoughts of the Bleſſed God. We are 
lig d, from the View of theſe his Works, to ac- 
Mwlcdg his Almighty Power, own his Sovereign- 
i reverence his unſearchable Wiſdom, and ſanc- 
if his great and glorious Name. He is God a- 

: | oy | lone. 
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lone, and there is none beſide him: The whole Eat 
Full of his Glory. Tho there may be further Era 
lencys of God, not expreſs'd in this viſible Wall 


Shall I need from hence to expoſe the Fol 
thoſe, who granting the Exiſtence of God, dh 
his Providence, or confine it to the Heavens Ae t 
the Celeſtial Bodys, allowing him no Concern atdſ9% of 


pens on this ſide the Clouds, when he hath nylffſeepos'c 


but his Wiſdom in their Frame, his Power in thi 
Motion, and his Goodneſs in the uſeful Regylaſ® 
and Diſpoſal of them? 'F 


for which they all ſerve, that we ought moſt uf 


in all parts of the Univerſe, the Harmony & 
Concord of ſo many different Creatures for 


for ſo many Ages, with ſuck conſtant Changes, 
juſt and well-order'd Revolutions, with a thou j 
other Particulars, are our continual Wonder, 
__ which we can never admire enough. And.tol 


or in any parts of it known to us. But in thilf 
are moſt unqueſtionable Diſcoverys of [nfÞ fight 
Power, and Adorable Wiſdom. Pur Re! 
his Wo 
not me 


for any thing here below, no regard to what h 


himſelf viſible to every Eye, in all theſe his Wal 
not only his Being in the Exiſtence of all Creatun 


So great is the Number, fo various the Kind Heat 


beautiful the Parts, ſo regular the Subordinati br 
and Subſerviency of one thing to another, and} in h. 


admirably wiſe and good are the Ends and Wi and. 


bly to adore him as Creator and Lord of all. 
The wonderful Order obſerv'd in theſe th 


Good of the whole, and the Continuance of th 


ſider them, and not acknowledg a Providen 
a leſs Extravagance, than to obſerve a State . 
govern'd, a Family well order'd, or an Armfl 3 
der good Conduct and Diſcipline, and yet deni 
Magiſtracy to rule the State, or any body to 
after the Family, or any General to commani m 
Army. „ . | by 


1 


be ur Wonder. Let not the Conſtancy of ſeeing 


aul ach Works of God every Vear, ſtifle or abate our 
tu umdle Admiration of God, which is due on ſuch 
rh; fight . The Things themſelves deſerve it, and 


edis Works, will oblige us to it. Let us view them, 


: ve the Ends of Religion; to increaſe our Know- 
eig of God, and Veneration for him, and be in- 


J 
- 


hy 
regard them to this purpoſe ; and *tis to blemiſh 


unde Divine Wiſdom, not to conſider *em with this 


A pelgn. When J conſider theſe things, faith Job, I 


lon af aid of him. Can I ſtand before this God 
if he be angry, when I cannot ſtand before his 
«EF Heat or his Cold? How eaſily can he craſh and 
ut deſtroy me in a moment? How abſolutely with- 
0d] 


#& Wrath ; moſt glorious power, and therefore 
* moſt terrible Wrath! This made the Diſtreſs 


mand Conſternation of Job, when he apprehended 


the Divine Diſpleaſure, ſaying, God maketh my Heart 
$45 if he could no more bear up under the Senſe of 


us before the Fire. Accordingly in another place 
e expoſtulates with God, Wilt thou break a Leaf 
ven to and fro? Milt thou purſue the dry Stubble? 
6, Chap. 13. 25. Alittle Leaf can aſſoon ſtand betore 


empeſtuous Wind, or dry Stubble ſtop the Rage 


rf! 2 conſuming Fire, as any Man be able to reſift 
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let not the Commonneſs of theſe things take off 


ur Relation to God, and our near Concern in theſe 


dart merely to ſatisfy a rational Curioſity, but to 


tructed in our Duty. Tis to this End they are 
os d to our View; we are often admoniſh'd to 


in his reach and power is my Life and Breath, |; 
aud all that I poſſeſs? As is his Power, ſo is his 


A, and the Almighty troubleth me, Chap. 33. 24. 


is mighty Anger, than the Wax can forbear melt- 


10 == more than the conſtant Courſe of Day and Night, and the 
nin and Influence of the Sun and Moon on the Earth, Fi 


WH 1 


and 
meaneſt Creature with his Commiſſion, is lin 
enough to do it. Let us humbly adore andk 
him; remembring that our Forgetfulneſs of d 
and Contempt of him, is aggravated by Wat! 
ſee of God in every Seaſon of the Year. Fri 
things, ſaith Elihu, he is greatly to be fear'd: | 
him is Dominion, and Fear, f 
Tis obſervable, that after an Account of Gl 
{ſtretching out the North-Pole over the empty ſpllf 
of the Air, and hanging this maſſy Earth upon 
thing (for the Earth is ſuſpended in the Air, wif 
out any ſolid Baſis to ſupport it from falling) if 
he had ſpoken of God's binding up the Water 
thick Clouds, and notwithſtanding their H 
neſs, the Clouds not rent by em; and of his 
paſſing the Waters with Bounds, and meaſurig 
Place for the Sea; and of his awakening and! 
buking the Winds, Cc. All theſe, ſaith Jay 
but part of his Ways, Job 26. 14. This is aW 
 Landskip but of ſome few of his wonderful Wal 
Theſe are little Crams and Fragments of the H 
of his Power; not ſo much as a ſmall Wh 
aloud Clap of Thunder : For it follows, The 


der of his Power who can underſtand ? i. e. Wi 


20 M infer Meditations : Or, = 
the Force of the Divine Power. If he de au 
he can make his Stars dart malignant Influey 


upon us: By his Lightning, like a glittering þ 
row, he can Plerce our Hearts: Showers of he 
geance may fall down upon our Heads from 
Clouds: He can deſtroy us by Fire or Water,| 


Heat or Cold. His Earth may open and {wall 
us ap; His Wind may be employ'd to plage. 
low away ſuch ſinful Duſt and Aſaes. J 


terrible Majeſhy 


ve have ſaid and thought all that we can 
or conceive of the Glory of God in theſe ill 


there is a further Excellency and Glory, 
_ our reach: There are Depths of Power, and 
dom, and Rindneſs in theſe Works of God, WF" 
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1 e do not fathom. The more. we know of him, 
Ie nore Reaſon ſhall we have to admire him, and 
p have reverent Thoughts of him. The more we 
Fover of him, the more we diſcern him to be Su- 
S-rior to all his Works, and particularly to our 
les, who are not of the higheſt Order of them; 
t have the Honour and Advantage of a Capacity, 
IA Permiſſion to know, admire, and adore GO D. 
De Contemplation of his Works will aſſiſt us to 
, and help to humble us under the ſenſe of 


er imperfect Knowledg; whereby the moſt dili- 
at Feat and modeſt Enquirers into theſe things have 


1 ereupon profeſt their Ignorance, and they who 
me been more confident, have betray'd theirs. 
is certain that they, who by the Aſſiſtance of 
good Glaſs, have view'd any of theſe common 
orks of God, do acknowledg an unexpreſſible 
Fauty, beyond what is diſcernable by the naked 
e. And here they have often with great Plea- 
re obſerv'd ſuch an infinite Variety of curi- 
Willy fou'd Snom, that it would be as impoſſi- 
to draw the Figure and Shape of every one 
them, as to imitate exactly the curious and 
tometrical Mechaniſm of Nature in any one *. 
bat if we had the moſt piercing Eye, compre- 
nadre Mind, and acute Judgment, to improve the 
alderation of theſe wonderful Works of God, 
E have not liv'd long enough to make due Enqui- 
and ſufficiently to conſider em. How ſoon 
e we puzzled to ſolve the Difficultys that ariſe 
Im the moſt ordinary things? How calily may 
e de made ſenſible of our Ignorance, if we Jet 


_— , 0 
— | — — — __ WS. — eve. 
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T.. Hooke's Micrograph. Obſerv. XIV. Sect. 2. And 
gt of the Nature of Snow. Philoſophical Tran- 

ons, May 25. 1673. Numb. 92. And Coſmologia Sa- 

B. J. C. Jo Set. 325 3 EIS 
To 0 | our 
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our Thoughts looſe to mount up into the A dora 
walk over the Surface of the Earth, or wade i ide. 
the Sea, or intently apply our Minds to ang 
Work of God in either of theſe ? There is mt moſt 
27 Atorſel of Ice, or 4 Flake of Snom, or a Drop of le But r 
or a Breath of Wind, but is the Work of G0 Attr 
and hath Wonders in it beyond our reach f. 
By an Enumeration of ſuch Inſtances 60 
humbled Fob, convinc'd him of his Sovereinn 
and brought him to an adoring Submiſſion. Ball 
J am vile, what ſhall T anſwer thee ? I will lay m l 
_ upon Mouth. Once have I ſpoken, but I mil 
 anſmer ;, yea twice, but I will proceed no further. 
Depths in the Works of Nature ſhould bem 
_ der'd to this end, to teach us to adore him, A 
are all things, and to whom are all things; to acqu 
in hs Government of the World; to ſubmit tu 
ry Revelation he makes of himſelf by bis M. 
or by his Providence. For why ſhould welun 
there are no Depths and Myſterys in theſe, N 
there are ſo many in the Works of Nature? N. 
| ſhould we pretend to comprehend and fathom 
ry thing, in what GOD ſpeaks by his Way 
when we find our ſelves nonpluſt about his 
common aud ordinary Works? His Wiſdomby 
+ What ſhall we think of the Magnitude, Situation, al 
tion of the Sun, and other heavenly Bodys? The fx d Sta 
appear to our Eyes like ſhining Spangles, are by Artiſts affen 
excead each of them, above an hundred times the while Cl 
Earth. And the Sun, which is granted to be ſome MW 
Miles nearer us than the other fd Stars, tho it ſeems, 4 Au 
leſſer Diſtance, not to be half a Foot broad, is by the gere Aus 
Nat heniatic ĩanc, believd to te above» an hundred and tua in the 
times bigger than the Earth; and according to the latel Cui preſen 
f Joe accurate modern Arti is, 'tis eſtimatec to b A heart 
rei thouſand times as big as the Tergaqueous Globe; ard by J tions, 
or the 


Obſervaiinns inzy perhaps be found ts te yet much Vaſfer. 
Mhnurble Mr. Boyle, Of the bigh Veneration Man's 
lest ow2s to God. G&vo, fe | 11 
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dorable in theſe things, and much more in his Pro- 


vidential Government of Men and Angels, and of 


all their Actions, even of the moſt voluntary and 


moſt crafty Actions of evil Men, and evil Spirits: 


But much more glorious is that, and other Divine 


Attributes in the Redemption of Mankind, and the 
Oeconomy of Man's Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. As 
to which, we may well cry out with the Apoſtle, 
ob the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
UE Knowledg of God ! How wnſearchable are his Fudgments, 
Ia bis Ways paſt finding out? „ 8 


2. All Men are hence to be minded of their Ob- 
leation to obey and ſerve him. Every Creature elſe 


pu ſee is directed by his Will, and anſwers to his 
Command; and ſhall we gainſay the Orders of our 
aer, which are duly @bſerv'd by the whole Cre- 
ation beſides ? Shall we ſo far forget our ſelves, as 
100 expoſtulate with him about what. he enjoins, 
For ſcruple his Right of Authority to command us : 
hall we ſo far forget the Example of our Fellow 
Creatures, as not readily to comply with his Pica- 


e bre, and yield dutiful Homage to his molt wiſe 


[Laws of the Creation be trau 
n the leaſt Inſtance, we are ſtartled and amaz'd 


and holy Will ? Shall Snow and Rain, Clouds and 
Meteors fulfil his Word, and ſhall we contradict 


and refuſe what he requires of us? Shall Thun- 


der and Lightning, and Hoary Froft, anſwer pre- 
ſently to his Call, aml ſay, Here me are; and ſhall 
ve boggle, and heſitate, and demur, whether we 


Fill do what he would have ns, and go where he 


Ends us, and be plcas'd with what he appoints ? | 


Any little diſturbange in the common Courſe of 
Nature doth ſeniibly affect us. If the ordinary 
ſgreſt or vary'd from, 


preſently : while we do not reſent, or lay to 


leart the Irregularity of our own Lives and Ac- 


ns, which are a greater Blemiſh to the Beauty 
0 the Univerſe, *Twas by our Apoſtacy from 
# 5 4 God, 
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God, and Diſobedfence to him, that the Earth 38. 31 
curs'd; and to this day the Strength and Beauty 
the Creation languiſheth, and groans under thi 
Vanity, to which it is ſubjected for the SinofMy 
Let the Contemplation of all the Works of Gy 
teach us ready Obedience to his Sovereign M 
We have no Pattern or Partners of our Dif, 
dience to it, in the whole Creation, on this | 
Hell. We muſt fetch the Inſtance from the h 
tomleſs Pit, if we have any; for God is reah 
obey'd by all his other Creatures, except the Dn 
and his Angels... oof 7 0 nn 
3. From what is ſeen of God in theſe thing 
are incourag'd to ſeek to him by Prayer, on al and u 
caſions. Moderate or unſeaſonable Weather, He 18 
fruitful or a barren Year, are at his Pleaſure al freely 
Diſpoſal, He withholdeth Rain, when there an Lags, 
three Months unto Harveſt, and conſequently it is mi 
needed. Hecauſeth the Labour of the Olive te H 
__ (or lie) ſo as to diſappoint the Hopes of the I 
bandman, by not performing what it promisd} 
can either bind up the Influences of Heaven, if 
make the Meteors of the Air to ſerve the EA T 
Therefore ſeek him, who maketh the ſeven Stars al Wor 
Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of Death im f Fray 
 Aforning : Who maketh the Day dark with Night fi Han 
_ dering the one to ſucceed the other) Who callub l. of 
re Waters of the Sea, and pours them out upon the Ell the | 
ſchovah is his Name, Amos 4. 5, 8. The ſeven zu Wha 
dor Pleiades) are mention'd with Orion, being hf 2 fr. 
bro famous Conſtellations, the one in the Welt that 
_ other in the Eaſt; the one in the Spring, tei the 
ther in the beginning of Winter; one attenlfſ 4. 
with Rain, the other with Storms and hard We He 
ther: Theſe are aſcrib'd to GOD as their Mi 
cer. And theſe are mention'd with two dl - 
Conſtellations, relating to the other two Qual rect 
of the Year, vis. Masaroth and Arft urin. M bis! 
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" 
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38.31, 32. Canſt thou bind the ſweet Influences of the 
fliades, when they open the Earth, and cauſe 

the Herbs, and Flowers, and Fruits to come forth, 
ſo as to keep back the Spring? Or on the other 

hand, Canſi thou looſe the Bands of Orion, when the 
Barth is bound up by a cold and froſty Seaſon, and 
ſtormy Winds, fo as to keep off Winter? Canſt 


on bring forth Ma zaroth in his Seaſon, or canſt thou 


gude Arcturus with his Sons? Is it by thy Power 
that the reſt of the Stars, great and ſmall, appear 


be in the Southern and the Northern Signs, in their 


proper Seaſons ? All the kind Influences of any of 


i theſe is owing to God; unto him we muſt pray, 


OF and unto him return Thanks. It is his Work: 


eh Fe is not neceſſitated to beſtow them, but doth it 
freely: And we have forfeited theſe common Bleſ- 


1 fings, and may juſtly be deny'd their Continuance. 


oF He expects to be acknowledg'd and ſought to, with 
@ reference to theſe things; and hath often wd 

and rewarded Prayer from others, beſides the Pro- 
by phet Elijah, who when the Famine was fore in Sa- 


maria, by Prayer obtain'd Rain, 1 Kings 18.41. 


The Influence of a ſerious Reflection on theſe - 


Works of God, will reach further with reſpe& to 
Prayer: It will oblige us to acknowledg God's 


Hand in healthful and ſeaſonable Weather, to beg 


# it of God from time to time, and to deprecate 


the long Continuance of violent Heat or Cold, as 
what would prove a judgment: And therefore in 


ga froſty Seaſon we may well and Jawfully pray, 
that God would pleaſe, in his due time, to make 


the Waters gently to flow again. 


4+ We are hence incovrag'd to truſt in G OD. 
He who hath all Creatures in the Air, and Earth, 


ir M and Sea at his Command; who, by his univerſal 


Preſence, actuates all their Powers, and wiſely di- 


ny rec all their Motions, and hath given proof of 
Hus teddy Faithfulneſs, by continuing to do ſo eve- 


Ty 


Magnitude and great Variety of them, and 
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Ty year, in all Ages and Generations to this da! .. 
he is worthy of our Dependance and Truſt, w hapl 
may juſtly challenge it. He can do great thin 
that we cannot comprehend, marvellous thin ; 
without number. Who can diſannul his Purpaf 

or turn his Hand when he ſtretcheth it out? WAI 
can be a Difficulty to him, who made and may 
taineth all things? Can we fall ſo low, thath 
cannot raiſe us? Or be reduc'd to ſuch ſtrait 
wherein he cannot help? If we are diſtreſt at & 
or Land, is not He Lord of both, and preſent e 
ry where? Can we ſtand in need of a ſtro 
Arm, or deeper Wiſdom, than is diſcover'd int 
Works of Nature, and daily Providence? 
The Jews are call'd upon in this Pſalm to tal 
GOD, and own him in his Pfovidential Diſhes 
ſations, becauſe the numbring of the Stars, andth 
Government of the Heavenly Bodys is aſcribd 
Him, as well as the diſpoſal of Froſt and Snor 
Ce. He telleth the number of the Stars, he call 
them all by their Names, ver. 4. The Stars of Ht 
ven, they obſerve their Courſes, and many wn 
Influence the Earth; and notwithſtanding the w 


their ſeveral Motions, they continue ſtill to do 
becauſe of his Ordinance and Appoiatment. I 
Stars (which are ſo impoſſible to be numbred-) 
us, that they are join'd with the Sand upon ti 
 Sea-ſhore for multitude) they are not only nun 
bred, but particularly known by him: All the 
Powers, Qualitys and Infliences are created þy 
Word (or an Expreſſion of his Will) and are} 
fectly at his Command: the whole Hoſt of tit 
are ſo, as Soldiers at the direction of their Genet 
Can we believe this, and think the great Aff 
of Mankind are excluded his Inſpection and Ct 
Can we imagine he is an idle Spectator of theft 
volutions of Kingdoms, and all the Chan 1. 


As, Sermon of Froſt and Snow, te Þ 


# happen to publick Societys? The Advancement of 


Princes to a Throne, or their Removal? which 


may ſever it be brought about, either by them- 


felves, or their Subjects, by a Civil, a Natural, or 
Violent Death. Are not the Hearts and Lives of 


u the greateſt Perſonages in his Hand? who can 
| turn them as the Rivers of Water, as eaſily as he can 
diſſolve the Snow or Ice. %ͤ»;ͤ;́ i. fo 


Wie need fear no Enemys or Dangers, if he be 


with us and for us; for all Creatures obey him. 
If he ariſe for our Help, all Enemys are ſcatter'd 


as Chaff before the Wind, and as a rolling thing 


before the Whirlwind. How powerfully can he 


fave? How ſuddenly can he deſtroy ? None of the 


Grandees of the World can ſtand before his Cold 
or Heat, or the leaſt Creature arm'd with his Com- 

miſſion. The moſt inconſiderable of them are 
ſometimes imploy'd in mighty Works of Mercy or 
judgment. Princes, and Popes, and Emperors 


have been devour'd, and vaſt Armys diſcomfited, 


by ſuch little Creatures as Lice, and Mice, and 
Locuſts, and a Troop of Flys. While we can 
hope for his Preſence, in the diſcharge of our Du- 


ty, we may be confident that there is no threat- 


ning Danger he cannot prevent; no miſchievous _ 


Deſign againſt us but he can defeat: And this ſome- 


times by ſurprizing Arts and Methods of Provi- 
dence, ſo as to hide thoſe whom he intends to pre- 


ſerve. I have read of one, who was pur ſu'd by 


bloody per ſecutors to the Houſe where he took ſhel- 


ter, who crept into a Hole, over which a Spider 


quickly weav'd a Cobweb; and ſo when he was 
fought for, the Place of his Concealment was not 
ſuſpected. The Hope of the Hypocrite and Un- 


| godly is compar'd to a Spider's Web, ſo weak a 
thing, fa eaſily broken, and ſwept away; but the 


Divine Wiſdom can make a little Cobweb as good 
a Defence and Preſervative as the trongeſt Fortreſs, 
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28 Winter Meaitations : Or, 
The good Effect of the Winter's Froſt an 


Snow is perceiv'd very often the following Sums 
mer, and ſhould encourage us to truſt in God, far 
a good Iſſue of the darkeſt and moſt ſevere Dif. 


penſations of Providence, which for the preſent 
have another Appearance. As when a Gardnerjg 


ſeen to pull up ſome delightful Flowers by the 


Roots, to dig up the Earth, and cover it with 
Dung, ſome ignorant Perſons may be ready ty 
charge him with ſpoiling the Garden; but whe 
the Spring is arriv'd, there will be ſufficient ground 


to acknowledg his Wiſdom in what he did. 


And ſome Aſſiſtance it may give us to beliet 
that the regular Hope and Traſt of good Men hal 
not be diſappointed by GOD, becauſe he dothe 


very Year fo punQually ſatisfy the Expectation of 


the Heathen, yea, of the Beaſts of the Field, an 
the Fowls of the Air, in the Succeſſion of Day 


and Night, Summer and Winter. It may encoy- 


rage us to look for Light after a time of Dark 
neſs, and a joyful Morning after a Night of Sor. 
row. There is an obſervable Viciſſitude of G00 

and Evil, in the Affairs and Conditions of Mat: 


kind, and of the Church. It was ſo in the State 


of the Fewiſh Church (and the like is true of othe 
Kingdoms) with reſpect to their ſeveral Kings aul 
Princes. Things were bad enough in the time d 
Saul; of David and Solomon they were better: I. 


hoboam and Abijah bad; Aſa and Jehoſaphat good: 


Joram and Foaſh bad; Uzziah and Jotham good: 


Ahaz bad; Hezekiah good: Manaſſe and Anmmit 


bad again; Joſiab good, and his Succeſſors till tit 
_ Captivity all bad: After the Captivity good, i 


little reviving, This is to be obſerv'd allo in 


more private Inſtances, and is ſuited to our mid. 
dle State in this World, between tie perfect Jo}s 
of Heaven, and the unmix'd Sorrows of Hel. 
And this is proper to prevent our Deſponden 
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In a time of Affliction, as if we ſhould never be 


| aid Sovereignty in all his Works. 


(diver'd ; and to check our Pride and Confidence 
in Proſperity, as if our Mountain ſhould never be 
mov'd. By this means we may be brought to own 


the Hand of God in all our Comforts and Croſſes, 


ad to live a Life of Faith and Dependance on 
tim, Whoſe is the Day, and alſo the Night, and who 


maketh Winter and Summer. 


5. Let the Inhabitants of Sion and Jeruſalem, the 
people in a viſible Relation to God, more eſpeci- 
ly praiſe him. All the Works of God do praiſe 
tim objectively, tho they know not themſelves, 

ad are uncapable of Active, Intelligent Adoration 
and Praiſe : Therefore his Saints do bleſs him. How _ 
phaſing was the Meditation of theſe Works of God 


J the Pſalmiſt, who thereupon breaks out into 


ſoy and Praiſe ! Pſalm 104. 24, and 34. The Earth 


s full of his Riches, all wait upon him; He opens his 5 
Hand, and fills em with Good: He hides his Face, 


od they are troubled; if he take away their Breath, 
they die: He ſends forth his Spirit, and they are crea 


tra; and he renews the Face of the Earth. The Glory 
| of the Lord ſhall endure for ever, the Lord ſhall rejoice 


in his Works. Shall Snow and Hail, and Froſt and 
Ice ſhow forth the Praiſe of GOD, and ſhall not 
we extol him? The Pſalmiſt ſummons the moſt 


iaſenüble Creatures, Heavens and Earth, Sea and 


Land, Snow and V apours, Clouds and Hail, and ail 


I Hoſt, to praiſe the Name of the Lord. He com- 
: | manded, and they were created: He made them, 


aud he rules them: They bear ſome Impreſſion of 
their Maker: They punctually obſerve his Orders, 
and do his Will. We will therefore praiſe the Lord, 
for his Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, 


We are greatly concern'd to do fo, conſidering 
that whatever Good or Kindneſs we receive by 
any of theſe wonderful Works of GOD, they are 
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we receive em duly, without Interruption, M Axroſt 
_ GOD be overlook'd ? Shall Diſtreſs and Trou Hove 


| Wu * 
we muſt remember the Order to be obferv "_ 
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directed by his Providence, diſpos'd to us by hy Npraiſ 


Wiſe and Bountiful Hand, and are diſpensd àu genf 
given to us out of his Exchequer. If we wantay Tem 
of theſe Bleſſings, which according to the Cour Great 
of Nature, and the Seaſon of the Year, we may: find | 
pea, how importunately do we cry? And wia lte 8 


put us upon Prayer ? And ſhall not Love and d Ooſp 
titude to God awaken our Praiſes, when we u ler) 


ceive em? We commonly and truly ſay, that At 
theiſts are not thankful, becauſe they acknowlalpMeſſed 
not a GOD, from whom all their Mercys cone Laſt 


And is it not Practical Atheiſm, to neglect the ſpon 


 erifice of Praiſe, (which he will own and acceptalf@ren 
a Sacrifice) when every Year we largely partaliWaith 
of his Bounty in theſe things? Shall we pive thſatedr 


Glory to Second Cauſes, which is due to the Mut-F 
and Supreme? Ought we not to ſay, That ti dere 


the Lord's Mercy, our common Bleſſings are Wfmery 


blaſted, and turn'd to a Curſe? Ought we not Wtorid 
praiſe him with the Voice of Thankſgiving, tu, perp 
in this Winter Seaſen we have Houſes to ſhelterwÞppreh 
and Clothes and Fire to warm us, and Food toltflings, 


| freſh us; and are preſerv'd in going out, and M'v-1s x 


turning Home, and our Bones not broken (s tber! 


the Caſe ot many) by a ſudden Slip or Fall? Mrd 


praiſe him we ought to do, by aſſiſting and rh, 


ing the Poor, that they alſo may rejoice, and git his 
Thanks to God. 8 8 


5 Ba ” 1 dit te 
The Duty is ingeminated, Praiſe Sho Lord, O His pec 


ruſalem! Praiſe thy God, O Sion! It imports Wapect; 
moſt earneſt. Deſire of the Pſalmiſt, that Gate an 


ſhould have his due; and withal the wretclfſlay we 
Backwardneſs of our Hearts to the Work of Pralkficulr 


and that it ought to be continu'd and repeat ung 


But in this and all other Caſes of Thankſgitit * 
Nd Wa 
Pu 
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ti Bpraiſe as well as Prayer, 1. e. to prefer Spiritual 
at Agelings in Heavenly Things in Chriſt, before 
aj remporal. We bleſs God for our Food and Rai- 
uk nent, for our Basket and Store, for Protection 
e ind Proviſion, for the former and latter Rain, for 
ben ide Showers of Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, for 
froſt and Snow, and Winds and Clouds, &c. but 
alk dove all for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Holy 
Goſpel, and the Means and Hopes of everlaſting 
 &-Mercy. As to the former, happy are the People 
t Ant are in ſuch a Caſe; but unſpeakably more 
edrMeſſed are they, whoſe God is the Lord, 


4 


one Þ Laſtly, Let us endeavour to make it manifeſt. 


eon good Grounds, that this God is our God in 


mtavenant. Till by Repentance towards God, and 
ku ach in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and unfeign'd De- 
e teÞotedneſs to him, we are intereſted in his Cove- 
Firkant-Favour, and can ſay, This GOD is our GOD; 
tis ere is no Attribute or Work of GOD, no Diſ- 
e Anery or Manifeſtation of himſelf in Nature or 
ot tfirovidence, but is matter of Terror to us. What 
„ta perplexing confounding Thought mult it be, ro 
terthÞbprehend this GOD, who made and manages all 

torÞllings, to be my Enemy? or not to know, that 
ad 8-15 my Friend? How comfortable is it, on the 
(Ader hand, to be able to conſider, that the great 

ed and Ruler of all this World is my reconcild 

rep D, and Father? That he who hath all Creatures 
d glatt his Diſpoſe is my beſt Friend? What a Privilege 

Pit to be adopted into his Family? to be under 
O peculiar Care and Charge? to have an aſſur'd 
ts MfApectation from him of all needful Supply, for 
t Oe and Godlineſs ? With what Patience and Peace 


retchelÞÞiay we poſſeſs our Souls, in the moſt dark and 


PraifÞficult Times? Tho the Earth ſhould be never 
penal unquiet, the Foundations of it mov'd, and the 
glich ilars thereof ſhaken, we may rejoice in the Lord, 
ry'd Mad wait for his Salvation. For Sion's GOD reigns; 

pry 3 VV in 
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in whofe hand are all the Works of Natire { 
the Motions of Providence, all the Events of Tas 
and all our Concerns for ETERNITY. _ 
And if nom he be ſo wonderful in theſe ord 
Works; and every Winter, and every Sufi! 
we have ſo much reaſon to adore and praiſe hin; 
How much greater Monders of glorious W, ita 


Power and Love, hath he prepar'd, and reſeryſ; 
the upper, better World, 1970 his Friends and Chi 


when the Veil ſhall be remov'd, and our Capadh 
_ enlarg'd, and our Souls admitted to behold hin ls 


dren ? If there be ſo much matter of Admirati 
now, by what is viſible in the inferior Creatuaſ 
of this Earth; with what raviſhing Splendor ni 
the Brightneſs of his Glory appear ' hereaftrÞ 


to Face, and know as we are known. Therefore, i 


all we now ſee and know of GOD, or hope to 


hereafter, (as the God of Nature, Grace, and (i 


75 Praiſe the Lord, 0 een Traiſe thy c 
en = 
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